
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Frederick Classical Charter School 
8445 Spires Way, Suite CC 
Frederick, MD 21701 

 
 
May 3, 2015 
 
Governor Larry Hogan 
Maryland State House 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Governor Hogan, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Board of Frederick Classical Charter School, Inc. to encourage you to 
veto the charter school bill (SB595/HB486).   As you know, Maryland’s charter school law has been 
rated the worst in the nation by the National Alliance for Public Schools, the third worst in the 
nation by the Center for Education Reform, and even the third worst in the nation by the National 
Alliance of Public Charter School Authorizers among charters that only allow local school boards to 
be authorizers, which is not a good practice.  The University of Arkansas study found that Maryland 
has the fifth worst funding equity in the nation.  The results from these independent organizations 
make it clear that our current law is in need of a significant overhaul.   
 
The bill put forth by your administration was excellent and made all off the changes needed to bring 
our law into the mainstream.  Unfortunately, the bill that is before you now was substantially re-
written by Senator Pinsky—a former union negotiator—and actually makes our law even worse. 
 

 Under the current law, the Maryland State Board of Education can overturn bad decisions 
by local Boards of Education.  Historically, MSDE has interpreted the law more strictly than 
it actual language, and has deferred to local Boards as a matter of habit.  The bill on your 
desk added language that only allows MSDE to “remand” bad decisions back to local 
Boards.  This will make the climate for charter applicants even worse.  In the absence of the 
checks and balances the oversight of MSDE provides, local Boards will exercise even greater 
license to deny quality charter school applications for reasons unrelated to merit.  For this to 
work, local Boards would have to be perfect decision makers in every case.  Also, if you are 
successful in appointing charter-friendly State Board members, under the new language they 
won’t have the authority to ensure that charters get fair treatment. 

 

 The so-called “path to autonomy” is really a path to nowhere. Under the current law, charter 
schools can already negotiate for greater autonomy from the first day they open.  The 
revised bill establishes a de facto statewide waiting period of half a decade before this 
negotiation can begin.  If adopted, this section of the bill will be read as a statewide ceiling 
on the amount of autonomy that can be granted to a charter school.  Under the previous 



law, local districts that wanted to offer more autonomy from the day charter schools opened 
were permitted to in all of the listed areas through their charter school contract (with the 
exception of the highly unusual prohibition against charter school operators having their 
own employees, which is illegal in Maryland).  Our law would be the only law in the 
country with a five year waiting period, and offers less autonomy than most charters 
have when they open, moving Maryland’s low-ranking law even further out of the 
mainstream. The most important period in the life of a charter to have autonomy is during 
the first five years when it is getting established.  After five years, it will be difficult for the 
founders of the school to get the school to return to its original vision and mission after it 
has been compromised by the local district operating the school for such a long period of 
time.  Because some counties have four year charter terms instead of five year terms and the 
law requires that the request for autonomy to be a part of the renewal application, charters 
in those counties won’t be able to apply for autonomy until eight years of operation.  
The supposed “autonomy” isn’t actually granted to charter schools, but is subject to 
negotiations with the local Board and is not allowed to conflict with the collective bargaining 
agreement.  This could nullify most if not all provisions of this section.  It is difficult to see 
how charter schools could actually gain autonomy, since most collective bargaining 
agreements will supersede this section’s provisions, and local Boards have no interest in 
granting charter schools more autonomy.  If they did, they would have already done so. 

 Online charter schools will now be illegal in the state of Maryland. This was not previously 
the case.  Maryland currently allows high school student to earn credits through online 
learning.  Does it make sense in the age of the internet for our state would make it illegal for 
students to have virtual schooling options, as 29 states already allow? 

 
Because these revisions move our law backwards, charter schools will be at even more of a 
disadvantage when applying for federal grants.  Federal reviewers have marked down Maryland 
charter grant applications since our law doesn’t meet federal criteria. Maryland charters don’t qualify 
for grants from some private foundations that will only consider applicants who have the ability to 
actually operate the school.  Since by law local districts in Maryland act as both the authorizer and 
the operator, which is highly unusual, our schools are disqualified. 

 
If you sign this bill into law, it will not only have negative implications for Maryland, but also for the 
larger charter school movement.  We will be the first state in the country to move backwards in 
terms of creating the conditions for school choice to succeed.  It is unlikely we will have another 
opportunity to fix the law.  If this bill is signed, those who watered down your excellent bill will 
claim that the charter issues have been addressed and that we just need to wait another 5-15 years to 
see how the revisions play out before revisiting the law.   
 
But we already know how this bill play out; things will get worse.  The roughly 20% of states with 
the best laws account for 80% of the charter schools in the country, and have higher quality schools.  
We encourage you to veto this bill and come back next year to put forth a bill that brings Maryland’s 
law at least into the mainstream, if not one of the best in the country. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tom Neumark 
President 
Frederick Classical Charter School, Inc. 


