
Frederick Classical Charter School 

Business Board Meeting 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

 

In Attendance:  Sue Middleton, Michele Clune, Shelly Smallwood, Lonnie Ropp, Jen Burley, Phil 

Anderson, Tim Summers, Jerry DeGrange, Brett Bickel 

Quorum Established:  6:35 pm at 8445 Spires Way, Suite CC, Frederick 

 

AGENDA: 

I. Audit Presentation by Malvin, Riggins & Company 

II. Discussion of Public Comment Issues from October 19th Communtiy Meeting 

III. Grants List: FCCS needs/wish-list 

IV. 8th Grade dance 

V. Social Committee: Book Fair, Money 

VI. One year charter extension follow up discussion 

VII. Uniform Committee 

VIII. After School even policy and proposed form 

IX. Insurance Coverage Analysis 

X. Open board Meeting-format/audience participation 

XI. Sign Language Club lottery 

XII. Club house kids 

XIII. Follow up – Matan green space use 

 

I. Audit Presentation: 

a) Tom Klein, a Director with Malvin, Riggins & Company presented the FCCS year-

end financial report (see attached). 

b) In summary, the auditor issued an unmodified opinion of FCCS.  This is a “clean” 

audit, and the best an auditor can give a client, meaning that the numbers presented 

are “fairly stated,” the disclosures are adequate, and the organization will continue 

into perpetuity. 

 

II. Public Comment Discussion from October 19th: 

There was no public comment given at this meeting. 

 

III. Grants: FCCS needs/wish list: 

a) When staff have a need or a wish, sometimes that need can be taken care of by 

administration, other times the Board may need to weigh in and allocate resources, 

while other times, a grant may be pursued. 



b) The Board brainstormed ways in which staff can communicate their need or want. 

Ultimately we decided that Jen and Shelly would work on a form for teachers to fill 

out, located in the teacher’s lounge, where they can list their name, their need, and 

the purpose of this need. 

 

IV. 8th Grade Dance: 

a) In response to a recent request made by two 8th grade female students for an 8th 

grade only dance, the Social committee had been asked by Sue to look into seeing 

whether there was sufficient interest from parents and students in order to plan 

something. 

b) After some discussion about the type of event that the Social Committee was 

discussing, the Board decided to table this idea until more information was collected, 

and possible compromises in the nature of the event could be discussed. Social 

events have been approved by Mrs. Cummins through the end of the year, so this is 

an event that would require Head of School approval which is not readily available 

while our Head of School is on leave. 

 

V. Social Committee: Book fair and money: 

a) A Scholastic book fair is scheduled for December 4th – 11th. A discussion of how the 

social committee can work alongside the library committee to raise funds.  Oversight 

by the Board must remain a consideration. 

b) A discussion regarding Board-approved funds acquired by our Fundraising 

Committee described that the money raised from the Race for Education will go 

towards a needed PA system for the school, plus additional support for students. In 

addition, the money raised from the coupon book sales was discussed to help 

support our music program, PE, and library. 

c) Chairpersons for the committees need to be clear on what their money raised will be 

going towards. 

 

VI. One Year Extension Follow up: 

a) After an e-mail discussion with Frederick County Board of Education President Brad 

Young, it was clear that the Board was not supportive of FCCS requesting a one year 

extension, as they did not see any evidence of how it would be beneficial to the 

charter.  With the interpretation of recent charter school legislation still unclear, 

Lonnie suggested that Advocacy Chair Anne Sechler reach out to delegate Kathy 

Afzali, in order to gain some clarity of the law and how FCCS could benefit. 

b) FCCS is entering into a charter renewal year, and according to Brad Young, we are 

seen in good standing, and we should focus on our charter renewal process at this 

time. 

 

 



VII. Uniform Committee: 

a) While the Board did not see a need for a “uniform committee,” we did agree that an 

adjustment needed to be made with regard to the statement about all shirts being 

required to have the FCCS crest embroidered on them.  The original intent and 

policy set by the founders was that at least 1 shirt and the cardigan have the FCCS 

crest embroidered on it.  Understanding the financial burden that embroidering every 

shirt could impart, it is optional to have every shirt embroidered.  This language 

change will be communicated to families. 

b) The uniform policy has not been fully enforced, and this has become a problem.  

Some students come to school with completely inappropriate pants, while others do 

not have the proper shirts or are lacking appropriate accessories. In addition, 

inappropriate hair color or improper jewelry has been noted. The Board approved 

sending a reminder e-mail and flyer detailing the uniform policy to be sent out on 

November 12th to all families.  Full enforcement will go into effect on November 

30th.   

c) There will be a “uniform swap” opportunity at the parent/teacher conferences for 

those parents interested in picking up additional needed items. 

 

IX. Insurance Coverage Analysis: 

a) Lonnie provided some information about the importance of increasing our 

insurance, especially since our current policy would not cover the loss of all school 

furnishings and supplies should there be a catastrophic event.  In addition, our 

facility space is more than it was 2 years ago, and it is very wise to ensure we are 

adequately covered.  The cost is more, but the Board agreed this was an expense that 

is worth it. 

b) According to Lonnie, the personal property coverage amount was changed to 

$450,000 from our previous property amount of $190,000.  The increase to our 

annual insurance cost will be approximately $1200 to $2000. 

              

 

 Due to the lateness of the hour, items #8, #10, #11, #12 and #13 were not discussed.  

It was decided that these would be tabled and discussed at the next business or 

community board meeting. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm 

 

 


